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Religious Freedom Week 2019: Strength in Hope 
Join us from June 22, the Feast of religious freedom martyrs, 
Saints Thomas More & John Fisher - to June 29, the Solemnity of 
martyrs, Saints Peter & Paul, as Americans are encouraged 
to Pray, Reflect, & Take Action on religious liberty, both here in 
this country and abroad. 
The theme, Strength in Hope, is taken from Romans 

8:18:  Among the trials of this life, find strength in hope, convinced that, "the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory to come that will be revealed 
to us." 
  
Archbishop William Lori wrote, "Religious freedom is not a 'carve-out' granted by the 
state.  It's an inalienable right. 
"In the West, we are complacent about the threats to religious freedom.  Many people 
don't even perceive them; they happen in courtrooms, boardrooms, legislatures and 
government agencies.  In other parts of the world it's bloody, violent, overt, but in both cases, it's 
denial of the rights of conscience. 
"In the Middle East and elsewhere in the world, we see what societies without religious freedom 
look like.  We see that once religious freedom disappears, human dignity suffers and 
communities disintegrate." 
(usccb.org, stbernardchurch.org) 
  

"Without religious freedom, a merciless society emerges from the shadows." 
  Archbishop William Lori 

 
Plan to watch Catholic school students from the Diocese of Rockville Centre sing, dance, 
perform in a wind ensemble and speak in support of religious freedom.  

“Concert for America” will show on Catholic Faith Network (formerly Telecare) to 

celebrate Religious Freedom Week and the 4th of July!  Optimum channels 29 & 137; 
Verizon Fios channel 296; Charter Spectrum channels 162 & 471 
Times:  July 4 at 10:30am & 9:30pm; July 5 at 10:30am; July 6 at 4:30pm; July 7 at 8:30pm 
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