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How to Crush Religious Freedom - Part 2 

 
Homeschooling Targeted 

    Virginia:  Loudoun County Public Schools school board is seeking 
State legislation to alter the religious exemption of thousands of 
homeschooled children by requiring families to find, "an alternative 

public, private, parochial and/or approved home instruction setting."  Under the school board’s 
proposal, the district - not the parent - would determine the definition of a "satisfactory 
education." 
"This action is very disturbing because it means that the school district wants new ways to 
control religious-exempt families," said Senior Counsel to Home School Legal Defense 
Foundation. "Parents must be empowered to educate their children according to their faith." 
    Nationwide, over 1.5 million students, age 5-17, are homeschooled. Over 2/3 of parents 
cite concerns about the environment of other schools and dissatisfaction with academic 
instruction as reasons for homeschooling.  Over 50% of parents want to provide moral or 
religious instruction. 
  

Religious Schools Targeted: 
    New York:  Leaders of religious schools in New York state are alarmed by the new 
guidelines from the state's Dept. of Education.  Since 1897, a statute directed non-public 
schools to educate students as they see fit provided students receive "substantially equivalent" 
education to the public schools.  The State Ed. Dept. has now issued a decree that gives local 
public school boards broad power to inspect, oversee and intrude upon the independence of 
private religious schools. 
    Two Orthodox Jewish educators wrote that these guidelines are a shocking power grab by 
secular forces   They "empower local school boards to evaluate private schools and to vote on 
our right to continue educating our students."  The new curriculum requirements demand "so 
much time that it crowds our Torah study, our sacred mission." 
    "There is no protection against government officials who are hostile to religious schools or 
who just want to eliminate the competition," wrote Ed Mechmann, Catholic Archdiocese of 
N.Y.  "One can only imagine the kinds of curricula and materials that school boards could 
mandate - such as the wicked sex education required in the N.Y.City public schools, which 
includes graphic instruction on sex and gender ideology as young as kindergarten." 
  

(responsiblehomeschooling.org; 1.cbn.com,12/8/18; lifesitenews.com,12/6/18; archny.org,12/14/18; 
judicialwatch.org,1/28/19) 

"As those first responsible for the education of their children, parents have the 
right to choose a school for them which corresponds to their own convictions. 

This right is fundamental. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, Par. 2229) 
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