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They Fought for Freedom 
In February, Americans remember the birthdays of two 
champions of freedom:  George Washington, the "Father of our 
Country," on Feb. 22, and Abraham Lincoln, the "Great 
Emancipator," on Feb. 12.  Washington liberated Americans from 
British tyranny and Lincoln liberated slaves from bondage. 

 Although some scholars today choose to question the motives of these great men as to whether 
they truly believed in freedom for colonists and slaves, it cannot be disputed that their actions did 
indeed bring liberty.  Since reading minds to discover motive is impossible, we can only 
judge facts, and the actions of both Washington and Lincoln qualify them as champions of 
freedom. 
Historians have called George Washington the "Indispensable Man" for his role in the fight for 
freedom and creation of the United States of America.  One congressman's eulogy supports this 
title with these memorable words: 
     "First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, ... Pious, just, 
humane, temperate, and sincere; uniform, dignified, and commanding ..." 
The U.S. Senate official message read: 
    "Let his countrymen consecrate the memory of the heroic general, the 
patriotic statesman and the virtuous sage.  His example is now complete, and it will teach 
wisdom and virtue ... not only in the present age, but in future generations, as long as our 

history shall be read." (1) 
Abraham Lincoln issued an executive order, the Emancipation Proclamation, Jan. 1, 1863, 
which changed the legal status under federal law of more than 3.5 million African Americans in 
the Confederate states from slave to free.  The Proclamation broadened the goals of the Civil 
War, making the freedom of slaves an explicit goal of the Union war effort and one of the two 
primary war goals.  To ensure the abolition of slavery in all of the U.S., Lincoln pushed for passage 
of the Thirteenth Amendment and insisted that Reconstruction plans for the Southern states 
require abolition in new state constitutions. 
Lincoln is also revered for his many wise and pithy sayings: 
    "Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new 
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal." 
    "Freedom is the last, best hope of earth." 
    "America will never be destroyed from the outside.  If we falter and lose our freedoms, 
it will be because we destroyed ourselves." 

(azquotes.com; wikipedia.org; historynet.com; heritage.org(1); worldhistory.us/america; cbn.com) 
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