
 

 
 

 
Protecting Religious Freedom & Conscience Rights for Doctors & Nurses 

The Conscience & Religious Freedom office within the Department of Health & Human Services 
(HHS) was created last year to hear complaints from pro-life medical personnel who claimed 
they're getting fired or retaliated against for their beliefs.  Although federal law already barred 
employers from discriminating against anti-abortion medical practitioners, these laws failed to give 
a practical remedy - the right to file a civil suit.  This new office was intended to correct this and 
to stop what Cardinal Timothy Dolan called the "increasing and fierce attack on conscience 
rights" in medicine. 
According to Director Roger Severino, the division's purpose is to protect health care providers 
"from being coerced into participating in activities that violate their consciences, such as abortion, 
sterilization, or assisted suicide." 
     In its first year, the HHS division received 348 complaints about religious or moral 
discrimination, a significant increase over previous years.  "The word has gotten out that we're 
open for business and we are going to take the laws that we enforce seriously," said Director 
Severino.  "There's a real issue out here where people feel their rights have been violated and 
that they need redress and I think that explains the big growth in the number of complaints.  It's 
been long overdue that they need attention." 
 Other issues the office considers is people who oppose vaccines that are derived from 
fetal tissue from aborted babies, and medical students who object to being trained to do 
abortions.  Conscience protections for those who oppose doctor-assisted suicide is also 
a growing concern as more states legalize the life-destroying practice. 
     The Conscience & Religious Freedom office not only "furthers the cause of religious freedom 
but recognizes that religious freedom is more than just the right to believe what we want in the 
privacy of our heads, homes, and houses of worship," wrote author John Stonestreet.  "Instead, 
it's the right to orient our lives, including our public lives, around our beliefs." 
(lifenews.com, 4/18/19; townhall.com, 1/24/18; cnsnews.com, 1/24/18; bpnews.net, 3/6/19) 
     “The only thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”       

                                                           Harper Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird 
 
 
 


