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Reducing Anti-Semitism on College Campuses 

 
    During a Hanukkah reception on Dec. 12, 2019, the president signed 
an executive order aimed to reduce incidents of anti-Semitism on college 
campuses.  The executive order classified the Jewish people as a 
nationality in the U.S., rather than just a religious group.  Under this new 
classification, universities must respond to anti-Semitic discrimination or 
risk  losing federal funding under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act:  "No 

person in the U.S. shall, on the basis of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal 
financial assistance." (1) 
   Anti-Semitism on campus has been a problem throughout U.S. history, prompting groups such as the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) to produce guidelines for what Jewish students should do when they are 
mistreated. 
   Only 2% of the population is Jewish with the ADL recording close to 2,000 anti-Semitic incidents in the 
U.S. in 2018 and they are rising.   "We've worked hard to push back against anti-Semitism, and succeeded 
in improving hate crime laws, and yet we continue to experience an alarmingly high number of anti-Semitic 
acts," said Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL's CEO and national director. (2) 
   The executive order comes at a time of strong anti-Israel sentiments on many college campuses and 
amid the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel, the only democracy in the 
Middle East.  
   "We are grateful ... for this important action that not only recognizes but also provides a course of legal 
action against the scourge of anti-Semitism that has for far too long been festering on our nation's college 
campuses," said Orthodox Union President Mark Bane.  "Those who seek to use our academic institutions 
as places to stoke anti-Jewish sentiment are now on notice: There will be consequences for their racism." 
(3) 

 
(1)washingtonexaminer.com, 12/11/19; (2)abcnews.go.com, 4/30/19; (3)washingtonpost.com, 12/11/19; latimes.com, 

2/1/19; wreg.com, 12/11/19; 1.cbn.com, 12/11/19) 

  
"I thought the memory of the Holocaust would shame those boasting anti-Semitic 

opinions.   I was wrong."     Elie Wiesel,  Holocaust Survivor & Writer 
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