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Newaygo, Michigan   In this small Michigan town, the School 
Board unanimously decided to keep a display of the 3 Wise 
Men, erected each holiday season for over 40 years, at a public 

elementary school despite complaints that it violates separation of church and state. 
"Please leave our wise men alone," said a parent. "Look away if it offends you." 
"This community has said loud and clear (over 3,400 people signed a petition) that they want 
the display to stay," said Superintendent Peggy Mathis. "Newaygo Public Schools has a 
legitimate secular purpose for the display.  We are both upholding the communities' 
tradition of celebrating a public holiday and attempting to point towards the importance 
of wisdom, knowledge, and open-mindedness. They've been described as the scientists of 
their time... To my knowledge, there is no case law that prohibits the depiction of 3 non-
Christian middle eastern men on camels that are seeking wisdom." 
  
Honey Grove, Texas   "Y'all don't do that again,” Middle School Principal, Lee Frost, told a 
group of 8th grade students who decided to pray for an injured classmate during lunch.  They 
could only pray on the stage behind the curtain, outside the school building, or in the 
gym while no one was present and they couldn't be seen. 
Attorneys for First Liberty informed the School District of the students' rights and school officials 
corrected their policy. 
 "The right to pray is a Constitutionally protected activity ... By mandating that the students 
hide when they pray, Principal Frost sends a message to students that school prayer is 
illegitimate, disfavored, and should not occur in public ... Even Establishment Clause concerns 
cannot justify such treatment... Students are free to pray together at school as long as it's not 
disruptive.  Our client is very pleased that she and her friends can continue to pray together for 
each other, their fellow classmates, and their teachers." 

(frc.org, 12/3/18; abc6onyourside.com,12/11/18; thestate.com, 12/11/18; firstliberty.org; 
lifesitenews.com, 11/20/18; wnd.com, 11/18) 

 
"When our Founding Fathers passed the First Amendment, ... They never intended to 
construct a wall of hostility between government and the concept of religious belief 
itself."     President Ronald Reagan 
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