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"It is good to be children sometimes, and never better 
than at Christmas when its mighty Founder was a child 
Himself."  Charles Dickens     
  

The Twelve Rules of Christmas - Part  2                     
Compiled by attorneys for The Rutherford Institute 

  
7.  Public school students may not be prohibited from distributing literature to fellow students 
concerning the Christmas holiday or invitations to church Christmas events on the same terms 
that they would be allowed to distribute other literature that is not related to schoolwork. 
8.  Private citizens or groups may display a crèche or other Christmas symbols in public parks 
subject to the same reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions that would apply to other 
similar displays. 
9.  Government entities may erect and maintain celebrations of the Christmas holiday, such as 
Christmas trees, lights and a creche, at least so long as the purpose is placed in context with 
other symbols of the Holiday season through their traditional symbols. 
10.  Employees may decorate their offices for Christmas, play Christmas music, and wear 
clothing related to Christmas, so long as these activities are not used to intimidate others. 
11.  Employees whose sincerely held religious beliefs require that they not work on Christmas 
must be reasonably accommodated by their employers. 
12.  Government recognition of Christmas as a public holiday and granting government 
employees a paid holiday for Christmas does not violate the Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment. 

“How many observe Christ’s birthday! How few, His precepts!”  ~Benjamin Franklin 
Take Action!  Let your December explode with joy as you anticipate the Birth of the 
Christ Child with a manger on your lawn, Christmas lights on your bushes, a glowing tree 
in your window, a magnet on your car, a pin on your coat, a donation to the local soup 
kitchen, a gift under your church’s Giving Tree and a “Merry Christmas” greeting for all.  
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