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FCO‘;THOLICS "Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a nation must

begin by subduing the freedom of speech.”
- FREEDOM Benjamin Franklin

OF
B RELIGION How to Crush Free Speech:

Facebook: Evangelist Franklin Graham was suspended from Facebook for 24 hours at
the end of December, for his stand on biblical beliefs that were posted in 2016. Graham
accused the social media giant of actively "censoring free speech.”

"Well, now we know. Facebook has a secret rule book for policing speech. | was banned
from posting ... because of a post back in 2016 about North Carolina's House Bill 2 (the
bathroom bill). Facebook said the post went against their ‘community standards on hate
speech." Facebook is trying to define truth."

Even though his account was restored, the suspension raises serious questions as critics ask, if
Facebook is willing to block one of the most prominent Christian leaders in the world,
then what's next?

Apple: Apple pulled a Christian app from its App Store after a small group of 356 LGBT
petitioners demanded the app be removed. The app from the online store is designed to
help individuals struggling with same-sex attraction. Living Hope Ministries designed the app to
"proclaim God's truth as we journey with those who are seeking sexual and relational wholeness
through a more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ."

Living Hope is "a ministry that for nearly 30 years has helped individuals resolve their
feelings they deem incongruent with their faith. We help people deepen their relationship
with Jesus Christ through Bible study and accountability. We walk with them to align their lives
with the teachings of Jesus Christ," said Ricky Chalette, executive director of Living Hope
Ministries.

After its victory intimidating Apple, Wayne Besen, director of the LGBT group said, "We
demand that Google and Amazon immediately stop selling and promoting this app ..."

Il Something to think about: Is freedom of choice in the consumer marketplace becoming an
illusion?

"Conformity is the jailer of freedom and the enemy of growth." John F. Kennedy

(thenewamerican.com, 1/4/19; westernjournal.com, 1/19; worldreligionnews.com, 1/3/19;
1.cbn.com, 12/31/18; pinknews.co.uk, 12/24/18)
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