
 

 
 

Again - A Farmer & Baker Push Back Religious Hostility 
Legally known as "religious animus," religious hostility is once again trying to prevent    small 
businesses from earning a living when the business owners practice their deeply held religious 
beliefs. 
  
*  Michigan fruit farmer, Steve Tennes, had been banned from selling his produce at the 
local farmers' market in 2016 after someone asked, on Facebook, about the farm family’s 
beliefs on marriage.  Steve responded that because of their Catholic beliefs, they don't host 
same-sex marriages at the farm, located 22 miles away from the farmers market.  The Facebook 
description was, "Our family farm seeks to glorify God by facilitating 'family fun on the farm' 
and feeding families." 
In spite of a city council member calling his religious beliefs, "ridiculous, horrible, hateful," and the 
mayor denouncing Tennes for putting his "Catholic view on marriage" into practice, a judge 
granted a temporary order that allowed Tennes to return to the farmers market in 2017.  Now, in 
2019, Tennes' attorney from Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) is requesting that the city 
permanently lift its ban prohibiting him from selling his produce.  She said, "All Americans should 
be free to live and speak according to their deeply held religious beliefs without fear of 
government punishment." 
  
*  Colorado baker, Jack Phillips, was back in court in March after a second effort by the CO Civil 
Rights Commission to penalize him over his refusal to use his artistic talent to create cakes 
for certain LGBT events.  Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in his favor when he 
declined to bake a wedding cake for a same-sex marriage. The present case involved a complaint 
after he declined to make a specialized cake for a transgender transition.  
On March 5, the CO commission dropped its case against Philips provided he withdraw his lawsuit 
against the state for "harassment." 
"He shouldn't be driven out of business just because some people disagree with his 
religious beliefs and his desire to live consistently with them," said an ADF attorney. 
"Today is a win for freedom," said Mr. Phillips.  "When I set out to build my dream of opening my 
own cake shop, combining my love for art and baking in a family business, I never imagined this 
chapter ...  I have and will always serve everyone who comes into my shop; I simply can't 
celebrate events or express messages that conflict with my religious beliefs." 
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